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View from the Pew: 5 Findings on Christians’
Finances and Giving
New survey reveals income, finances, debt, and giving/tithing trends of 1,000
Christian households
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: BRIAN KLUTH, Author, Researcher, and Speaker – bk@kluth.org – Cell 719-930-4000, or SANDRA
HOEKSTRA-LOWER, Christianity Today International – shoekstralower@christianitytoday.com – 630-260-6200, ext.
4224.

For many decades, most Americans believed they would do better financially each year than the year before.
Household income would regularly increase for many families through raises, bonuses, cost of living increases,
overtime pay, and perks. That’s no longer the case for many of these families—at least right now—as a new
constituency survey conducted with more than 1,000 Christian households, shows.
The second annual View from the Pew survey was conducted by Maximum Generosity and Christianity Today
International. It generated responses from 1,029 Christian households during the first half of 2010. Survey
participants provided the following valuable insights into how the economy has impacted their employment,
finances, debts, and giving/tithing.

1) Incomes have flat-lined
or declined for 77
percent of households
For many decades, people enjoyed
rising incomes year after year. But
that picture has dramatically
changed. Positions have been
eliminated, paychecks have gone
away, pensions have gone down, and
investment portfolios have been
battered. The result is that only 23
percent of households saw their
family’s income increase from the
previous 12 months. Meanwhile, 44
percent saw their income stay the
same and 33 percent saw theirs go
down. Now more than ever, we need
to be people who look to God as our
provider. Fortunately, God is bigger
than job markets, stock markets, and
housing markets. He owns all
things, loans all things, and provides all things for His followers.

2) The majority of families have everything paid off except for their house
In the View from the Pew, the primary debt obligation for 64 percent of families is a home mortgage. Only 35
percent of households have car payments, and 70 percent of households actively pay off their credit cards in
full every month. The other debts people had included student loans (18 percent), medical bills (17 percent),
home equity loans (15 percent), and/or family/personal loans (11 percent). A growing number of people are
learning to actively eliminate and avoid debt.
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3) This recession is touching the lives
of loved ones and friends
This economic downturn is personal for many
families. In the survey, 96 percent said they
personally know people who lost their job in the last
year; 44 percent know people that moved away to
find employment; and 30 percent personally know
people who lost their home through foreclosure. In
any group of people there are always some with
surplus, some that are stable, some that are
struggling, and some that are sinking. It is
important that those who have surplus or are stable
look for active ways to help those who are struggling
or sinking.

4) Tithing and generosity start young
and become a lifelong practice
For many people of faith, giving was learned early on
and continues to be practiced as a priority in good
times and in hard times. Among survey responders
that actively give 10 percent or more of their income
to the Lord’s work, this practice was learned earlier in
life rather than later.
When asked “What percent of income do you
donate?” 22 percent said they give less than 10
percent of their income, 18 percent give 10 percent of
their income, 42 percent give 11 to 15 percent of their
income, 10 percent give 16 to 20 percent of their
income, and 8 percent give more than 20 percent of
their income. For those that give 10 percent or more
of their income, 27 percent started in their
childhood/teen years, 33 percent started in their 20’s,
20 percent started in their 30’s, and only 20 percent started after the age of 40.
The survey also showed that 98 percent of people faithfully give to their local church, but they also generously
support many other Christian and charitable causes. Besides giving to their local church, here is a list of the
top 10 places people gave in the past 12 months:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Missions/Missionaries, 60 percent
Crisis/Relief/Natural Disasters/Refugees, 45 percent
Unemployed people they knew, 33 percent
Local Community/Cultural/Sports/School Groups, 28 percent
Denominations, 26 percent
Homeless People/Beggars,25 percent
Media/Radio/TV Ministries, 24 percent
Evangelism/Evangelistic Crusades, 24 percent
Students/Military Ministries,23 percent
Rescue Missions/Homeless Ministries, 23 percent
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When asked, “Who influenced your biblical understanding about how to manage your personal finances
and giving?” respondents said: The late Larry Burkett, 54 percent; a church pastor, 46 percent; Dave
Ramsey, 44 percent; Crown Financial Ministries, 44 percent; Parents, 41 percent; Brian Kluth, 35 percent;
Randy Alcorn, 26 percent; and Ron Blue, 25 percent.

3

5) More Bible reading increases giving and reduces debt
Since survey participants came from Christian households, we asked questions about the frequency of their
Bible reading to see if this spiritual discipline had any impact on their financial practices. In the survey results,
there was a direct correlation between how often respondents read the Bible and the amount they give and the
amount of debt they carry. Eighty-five percent who
read the Bible 4 to 7 times per week are more than 2
times more likely to donate 10 percent or more of
their income than those who do not read the Bible
(40 percent).
For those who read their Bible 7 times a week, they
carried fewer debt obligations – 50 percent had
mortgage payments, 31 percent had car payments,
and 24 percent had credit card bills beyond 30 days
old. These percentages were much lower than those
who never read their Bible – 80 percent had
mortgage payments, 53 percent had car payments,
and 53 percent had credit card bills beyond 30 days
old.
For more details/graphs on the View from the Pew research, go to: www.STATEofthePLATE.info.
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Survey Demographics
•

Completed number of surveys: 1,029 surveys were collected in the first half of 2010.

•

Scientific Random Sampling Surveys vs. Constituency Surveys: Some research groups
conduct random sampling surveys when people are contacted from around the country to get their
answers to a specific set of survey questions. Other groups, primarily media/publication groups,
commonly conduct constituency surveys whereby they research their specific
readers/viewers/subscribers on specific questions. This research was a constituency survey that was
conducted in the first half of 2010 by MAXIMUM Generosity, which contacted more than 13,000 enewsletter subscribers, and Christianity Today International, which contacted more than 40,000 enewsletter subscribers. These subscribers largely are pastors, business administrators, and church
leaders.

•

Christian Households: We state the survey participants come from “1,000+ Christian Households”
because the constituencies of Maximum Generosity and Christianity Today International frequently
serve as a church pastor, staff, volunteer leader, or are active members within a local church
congregation. Thirty-four percent of respondents reported they are on the church payroll, serving as
pastor or staff, and 66 percent identified themselves as lay leaders or laity.

•

Geographical demographics: Email invitations for the survey were sent to people in all 50 states
representing 7 regions of the country. People from every region of the country participated in the
survey. There also were people from 25 countries that participated (the largest representation coming
from Canada).

•

Denominational/Theological demographics: People from the following theological groups
participated in the research: Mainline, Evangelical, Baptist, Charismatic/Pentecostal,
Independent/Nondenominational, and Catholic/Orthodox.

•

Detailed Data: All the numerical data for this survey is available at www.STATEofthePLATE.info.
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Household Income Statistics

•
•

In the survey, 23 percent of families saw their income go up this year.
An amazing 77 percent saw their income remain flat (44 percent) or decline (33 percent).
More than ever, a growing number of families are doing more with the same or less.

•

While the majority of families indicated their incomes remained flat or declined, 71
percent make more than $50,000 a year.
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The Impact of the Economy on Families

•

The impact of the economy is very personal and hits close to home: In the survey, 96 percent
of respondents knew people in their local church that have lost their job; 44 percent knew people that
had to move away for employment; 33 percent of people have had someone in their own immediate
household negatively affected by the current economic slump.
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Household Debt Statistics

•
•

The Big 3: Mortgages, cars, and credit card debts are the most common debts people have.
A surprising two-thirds of people do not have car payments and nearly 70 percent have no unpaid
credit card bills older than 30 days.

•

Nearly 50 percent of the people surveyed would need $20,000 or more to be completely free
of debt beyond a home mortgage. Nearly a third of the participants have $0 in outstanding debt
(beyond a possible mortgage).
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Giving/Tithing Statistics

•

Our survey participants are generous givers. In the survey, 77 percent of our participants
reported donating 10 percent or more of their income. This percentage likely reflects the high level
of involvement in Christian service and church work that the constituencies of Maximum
Generosity and Christianity Today International have in their lives.

•

Tithing/generous giving starts young and lasts a lifetime. Of the 77 percent of our
participants that actively donate 10 percent or more, 60 percent of them began this spiritual
discipline early in their life (before they were 30).
Churches need to expand their teaching on giving: Churches normally concentrate their
giving messages to adults in Sunday morning worship services (who are mainly 30 to 80+ years
old). This research shows that a greater emphasis must be made at incorporating generosity
teaching for families to teach their children, and in the children, youth, and college/career Sunday
school programs.

•
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Giving to Churches

•

The vast majority of people respond to multiple giving opportunities at churches: As the
above charts show, people regularly give to multiple places at their local church. What is different is the
frequency of their giving to different needs. The most frequent monthly giving (1 to 4 times per month)
goes to the general church offerings; giving to other needs is done much less frequently.
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Giving Outside of the Local Church

•

Many people are generous to multiple Christian causes, not just their local church. The
chart above shows the top 10 ways people give beyond their local congregation.

Methods Used for Donating

•

While writing a check is the most popular method for giving, other methods are growing
in popularity. All churches and ministries need to realize that a growing number of people they serve
prefer options in their giving. The freedom and flexibility to receive online tithes, electronic gifts, gifts
in kind, appreciated investments/assets/resources, and estate gifts are important to a ministry’s future.
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Biblical Teaching on Finances/Giving
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•

Pastors and financial authors/speakers play a vital role in how people learn Biblical
financial and generosity principles.

•

Financial/generosity teaching materials, classes, and programs are an important way to
help people build their finances and giving practices on God’s Word.
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Biblical Reading, Giving, Debt
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•

Spiritual disciplines lead to better financial disciplines: The more people regularly read their
Bible, the more likely they are to give 10 percent or more. They also have less debt and monthly
payments than those who read the Bible less. Consistent Bible reading gives readers access to God’s
wisdom for their lives and finances. The moral of the story? Daily Bible reading is not only good for
your spiritual health—it also helps your generosity and financial health.
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Christianity Today International
465 Gundersen Drive, Carol Stream, IL 60187
www.ChristianityToday.com
Phone: 630-260-6200
Contacts:
Christianity Today International: Matt Branaugh 630.260.6200; mbranaugh@christianitytoday.com
Maximum Generosity: Brian Kluth 719.930.4000; bk@kluth.org
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Despite Struggles, Hopeful Signs for Finances in
Christian Households
New “View from the Pew” survey says 77% saw their household incomes stagnate or
decline during the prior 12 months, but debt management and giving remain priorities
for many.
Carol Stream, IL July 12, 2010—Three out
of four Christian households experienced
stagnant or declining income levels
during the past year. However, many of
those households have managed to keep
debt levels under control, according to
results from the second annual View from
the Pew, a constituency survey of 1,029
Christian households conducted during
the first half of 2010 by Maximum
Generosity and Christianity Today
International.
Only 23 percent of households saw their
family’s income increase from the
previous 12 months. Meanwhile, as the
U.S. economic recession continued, 44
percent saw their income stay the same
and 33 percent saw their income go down.
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Challenges with income did not necessarily result in higher levels of debt, however. The primary debt
obligation for 64 percent of respondents was a home mortgage, according to the survey; only 35
percent of households reported car payments, and 70 percent said they actively pay off their credit
cards in full every month.
“It’s a sign that a growing number of people are learning to actively eliminate and avoid debt,” said
Brian Kluth with Maximum Generosity.
The View from the Pew results are consistent with ones uncovered earlier this year through the
second annual State of the Plate, another constituency survey conducted by Maximum Generosity and
Christianity Today International.
“Nearly 40 percent of churches across the country experienced a decline in giving and offerings in
2009, marking two consecutive years of declines,” said Matt Branaugh, editorial director with
Christianity Today International’s Church Management Team. “It’s not surprising to see that the
economic pinch in Christian households coincided with the giving trends reported by church leaders.”
In an encouraging sign for churches, 78 percent of those surveyed in the View from the Pew said they
continue to give 10 percent or more of their income to local churches and ministries. When asked
when they learned this practice, 60 percent said it was before age 30.
“This shows tithing and generosity start young and become a lifelong practice,” Kluth said.
For an Executive Summary with media charts/graphs and access to the complete research data, go to
http://yourchurchresources.com.
Christianity Today International is a not-for-profit Christian media ministry founded by Billy Graham
in 1956, with 9 publications and an award-winning website reaching more than 2.5 million unique
visitors monthly.
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History of the Annual
STATE of the PLATE Research
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The stock market drop in October 2008 ushered in the Great Recession and with it a growing number of stories
in newspapers, including The Wall Street Journal, national magazines, and prime-time television programs
about decreases in giving to churches and people’s giving to charitable and Christian causes. Many of the news
stories tended to offer anecdotal support based on a national or local reporter calling a few pastors to find out
what was happening in local churches. Very few of the stories referenced any national research or solid data to
substantiate what was really happening in churches across America. In response, Brian Kluth and Maximum
Generosity created the STATE of the PLATE research, a survey built to gain solid data and benchmarks about
what really happened with church giving in 2008, to learn how churches planned to handle budgeting issues
for 2009, and to understand what churches were doing to ramp up financial and generosity ministries in their
congregation to help people during the growing recession. In conjunction with the STATE of the PLATE, a
second survey called the VIEW from the PEW was created to measure the financial, debt, and giving/tithing
statistics of more than 1,000 individual Christian households.
In 2009, editors from Christianity Today International’s Church Finance Today newsletter and Leadership
journal collaborated with Brian Kluth to continue the research on an annual basis. The goal: capture true
benchmarks, statistics, and trend lines that could help church leaders truly know how to “understand the times
and to know what to do” in the midst of emerging economic realities that are very different from the past. The
desire is to create a valuable and reliable source for media sources as they address these issues on a local or
national level in their publications, websites, and television programs.
THE DETAILED NUMERICAL DATA FOR THE 2009 and 2010 STATE of the PLATE and VIEW from the
PEW research surveys are available at www.STATEofthePLATE.info or YourChurchResources.com.

About Brian Kluth and MAXIMUM Generosity
Brian Kluth is a pastor, best-selling author, speaker, and media commentator. He has been
interviewed by NBC, CBN, leading newspapers and magazines, Kiplinger Personal Money
magazine, Chronicle of Philanthropy, Prime Time America, radio and TV news and talk show
programs, and Money Matters radio program. Kluth's 40 Day Journey to a More Generous
Life book has become a bestseller with 400,000 copies in print and translations underway in
over 50 foreign languages. From 1994 to 1999 he was the national president (1994 to 1999)
of the Christian Stewardship Association, America’s largest faith-based professional
fundraising association. In 2007 he was named the Stewardship Educator of the Year. Kluth
is the founder of www.MAXIMUMgenerosity.org, a leading website and provider of churchbased resources to inspire generosity and increase giving. The MAXIMUMgenerosity.org
eNewsletter is sent to more than 12,000 pastors/leaders/individuals in every state and in over 130 countries. In
2009, Kluth launched the www.GiveWithJoy.org radio stories that are heard on over 200 radio stations
nationwide. In 2008, Brian Kluth was awarded an honorary doctorate by Trinity College & Seminary for his 20
plus years of work, research, writing, and speaking on the subject of charitable/Christian giving and generosity.
CONTACT INFORMATION: Brian Kluth | Cell 719.930.4000 | Email: bk@kluth.org
MAXIMUM Generosity | 5201 Pinon Valley Road | Colorado Springs, CO 80919

About Christianity Today International
Christianity Today International, based in Carol Stream, Illinois, is a not-for-profit Christian media ministry
founded by Billy Graham in 1956. It publishes 9 print publications, including Christianity Today, Leadership,
Your Church magazine, Church Finance Today, and an award-winning website reaching more than 2.5 million
unique visitors monthly.
CONTACT INFORMATION: Matt Branaugh |Email mbranaugh@christianitytoday.com
Christianity Today International |465 Gundersen Drive |Carol Stream, Illinois 60188|630.260.6200
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Additional Research/Articles
The www.STATEofthePLATE.info data can be cross referenced to similar research projects and articles by
the following groups.
• Barna Research Group articles and research on “The Economy’s Impact on Churches: Congregational
Budgets “ from January 2010
• Lifeway: Research and article on the “Economic Pain Deepens for Churches” from November 2009.
• Alban Institute and Lake Institute on Faith & Giving: “2009 Congregational Economic Impact Study”
• The State of Church Giving by the Empty Tomb: http://www.emptytomb.org/pubs.html
• The 2009 Church Budget Priorities Survey by Your Church magazine:
http://www.christianitytoday.com/special/ycresources/pdf/exec-report_churchbudgetpriorities.pdf

Research for Groups* that Serve
Churches/Clergy/Christians
*Denominations, associations, businesses, financial institutions, media
The STATE of the PLATE research surveys are available for groups that want to collect giving/financial data,
trends, and benchmarks among their churches, constituency, or customers. A special survey link for the
existing STATE of the PLATE surveys is available for free upon request. In addition, customized surveys
and/or reports are available on a fee basis. Contact Brian Kluth for more details at bk@kluth.org.

Future Research
The STATE of the PLATE survey will take place annually in February. Groups that desire to
partner/collaborate with this research are welcome and can be provided with a special link that will allow them
to conduct surveys among their own constituency. Contact Brian Kluth for more details at bk@kluth.org.

Copyright & Contact Information
© Brian Kluth
MAXIMUM Generosity
5201 Pinon Valley Road
Colorado Springs, CO 80919
Cell 719-930-4000
Email: bk@kluth.org
Matt Branaugh
Christianity Today International
465 Gundersen Drive
Carol Stream, IL 60188
630.260.6200
Email mbranaugh@christianitytoday.com
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